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U.S. Durum Milling 

Retrospective

1980 - 2009
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Staggers Rail Act of 1980

¸October 14, 1980

¸Deregulated the railroad 

industry
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Influencing change . . . 

¸ Consolidation of U.S. pasta industry

¸ Advances in milling technology
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U.S. Durum Milling in 1980
Free 

Capacity Market

Seaboard Milling

   Port Allen, LA 1,100 1,100

   Albany, NY 5,000 5,000

ConAgra Flour Milling

   Hastings, MN 5,900 5,900

   Buffalo, NY 5,200 5,200

   Superior, WI 12,000 12,000

ADM Milling

   Minneapolis, MN 10,000 10,000

   Hudson, NY 6,000 6,000

Amber Milling

   Rush City, MN 5,000 5,000

Intl Multifoods Corp

   St. Paul, MN 2,800 2,800

   St. Paul, MN 8,000 8,000

   Baldwinsville, NY 5,600 5,600

North Dakota Mill 

   Grand Forks, ND 11,000 11,000

Kerr Pacific Milling

   Pendleton, OR 6,000 6,000

Centennial Mills

   Portland, OR 4,200 4,200



5

Before rail deregulation

¸Delivery by single railroad cars

¸100% of capacity is free market

¸Regulated rail rates protected origin mills

Cost of shipping wheat  =  Cost of shipping flour
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After rail deregulation 

¸Long term discounted rail contracts

¸Mills located close to customers

¸Destination mills have advantage over 

origin mills
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